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The	  2030	  Agenda	  for	  Sustainable	  
Development	  is	  based	  on	  a	  list	  of	  17	  

sustainable	  development	  goals	  (SDGs)	  
and	  169	  associated	  targets	  



	   In	  adop1ng	   the	  2030	  Agenda	   for	  Sustainable	  Development,	  world	  
leaders	  recognised	  the	  important	  role	  that	  Earth	  observaCons	  and	  
geospaCal	  informaCon	  could	  play	  in	  making	  the	  whole	  framework	  
feasible	   through	   the	  provision	  of	  essen1al	  evidence,	   including	   the	  
tracking	   of	   Indicators	   over	   1me,	   and	   suppor1ng	   the	  
implementa1on	  of	  solu1ons	  to	  reach	  specific	  Targets.	  	  

	  
	   Effec1ve	  use	  of	   the	   informa1on	   in	   Earth	  observa1ons	   can	  have	   a	  
transforma1onal	   impact	   on	   many	   of	   humanity’s	   most	   significant	  
challenges,	   such	   as	   helping	   scien1sts	   globally,	   resource	   and	  
planning	   managers	   and	   poli1cians	   beGer	   monitor	   and	   protect	  
fragile	  ecosystems,	  ensure	  resilient	  infrastructure,	  manage	  climate	  
risks,	   enhance	   food	   security,	   build	   more	   resilient	   ci1es,	   reduce	  
poverty,	  and	  improve	  governance,	  among	  others.	  

	  
	  	  

	  



	   The	   implementa1on	   of	   the	   SDGs	   is	   a	   complex,	   mulC-‐layer	  
process	  involving	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  stakeholders	  and	  building	  
on	  interacCons	  between	  different	  levels	  of	  governance.	  

	  
	   Several	   interna1onal	   ini1a1ves	   have	   been	   launched	   to	  
harness	  the	  poten1al	  of	  Earth	  observaCon	   for	   implemen1ng	  
and	   monitoring	   the	   2030	   Agenda,	   in	   par1cular	   under	   the	  
leadership	   of	   the	   United	   Na1ons	   (UN),	   the	  Group	   on	   Earth	  
ObservaCons	  (GEO)	  and	  the	  CommiMee	  on	  Earth	  observaCon	  
Satellites	  (CEOS).	  

	  



GEO	  supports	  the	  implementa1on	  of	  the	  2030	  Agenda	  through:	  	  
•  implementa1on	  of	  the	  GEO	  Engagement	  Strategy,	  endorsed	  at	  

GEO-‐XIII	  in	  2016,	  which	  iden1fies	  the	  2030	  Agenda	  as	  one	  of	  the	  
three	  priority	  areas	  for	  coordinated	  engagement	  across	  the	  en1re	  
GEO	  community	  

•  the	  Earth	  Observa1ons	  in	  Service	  of	  the	  2030	  Agenda	  for	  
Sustainable	  Development	  (EO4SDGs)	  Ini1a1ve	  

•  a	  Programme	  Board	  sub-‐group,	  which	  aims	  to	  ensure	  op1mal	  
alignment	  among	  the	  GEO	  Work	  Programme	  elements	  and	  the	  GEO	  
priori1es,	  including	  the	  SDGs	  



Earth	  Observa1ons	  in	  Service	  of	  the	  2030	  Agenda	  for	  
Sustainable	  Development	  (EO4SDGs)	  Ini1a1ve	  

The	  EO4SDGs	  Ini1a1ve	  aims	  to:	  	  
•  advance	  a	  porXolio	  of	  naConal	  pilot	  projects	  in	  one	  or	  more	  GEO	  

Member	  countries	  focused	  on	  integra1ng	  Earth	  observa1ons	  with	  
na1onal	  sta1s1cal	  accounts	  to	  beGer	  measure,	  monitor	  and	  
achieve	  the	  SDGs	  

•  organize	  capacity	  building	  ac1vi1es	  that	  aim	  to	  provide	  support	  to	  
ins1tu1ons	  and	  individuals	  in	  the	  implementa1on	  of	  Earth	  
observa1on	  methods	  and	  data	  to	  achieve	  the	  SDGs	  

•  support	  the	  development	  of	  data	  and	  informa1on	  products	  to	  
advance	  the	  pro	  vision,	  access,	  discoverability,	  and	  applicability	  of	  
Earth	  observa1ons	  for	  use	  with	  the	  SDGs	  

•  develop	  a	  porXolio	  of	  outreach	  and	  engagement	  ac1vi1es	  to	  
promote	  the	  consideraCon	  and	  adopCon	  of	  Earth	  observa1ons	  for	  
the	  SDGs	  by	  na1ons	  and	  stakeholders.	  	  



PB	  mee1ng	  outcomes	  
•  Subgroup	  1	  (SDG,	  Secretariat,	  Task	  Teams	  &	  EO4SDGs)	  

Ø  Ac1on:	  ini1ate	  contact	  with	  Ini1a1ves/Flagships	  to	  iden1fy/
refine	  contribu1ons	  (mapping	  process)	  to	  engagement	  priority	  
areas.	  (DL:	  2	  Jun).	  

Ø  Ac1on:	  organize	  virtual	  Workshop	  with	  Ini1a1ves/Flagships	  to	  	  
(DL:	  12	  June):	  
o  discuss	  synergies	  and	  “cross-‐pollina1on”.	  
o  invite	  UN-‐GGIM	  par1cipa1on	  to	  iden1fy	  ways	  to	  connect	  with	  

na1onal	  sta1s1cs/custodial	  agencies.	  
o  explore	  hos1ng	  GEO-‐XIV	  side-‐event	  on	  added-‐value	  of	  GEO	  with	  

respect	  to	  global	  policy	  ini1a1ves.	  
Ø  Ac1on:	  produce	  communica1on	  product,	  appended	  to	  WP,	  

highligh1ng	  how	  GEO	  is	  responding	  engagement	  priori1es	  
(linked	  to	  engagement	  strategy)	  (DL:	  15	  Aug)	  (drae	  as	  input	  to	  
PB	  mee1ng	  PB	  mee1ng	  –	  4	  weeks)	  



	  	  

The	  contribu1on	  of	  Copernicus	  to	  
SDGs	  

Copernicus	   already	   contributes	   to	   a	   significant	   number	   of	  
development	   projects	   and	   ini1a1ves,	   which	   themselves	  
support	  progress	  towards	  the	  broad	  range	  of	  SDGs.	  
There	   are	   four	  main	   areas	   of	   ac1on	   to	   promote	   and	   anchor	  
Copernicus	  into	  the	  SDGs	  implementa1on	  process:	  
	  
1.  Global	  monitoring	  of	  the	  SDGs	  
2.  Contribu1on	  to	  GEO	  ac1vi1es	  
3.  Contribu1on	  to	  CEOS	  ac1vi1es	  
4.  Linking	  Copernicus	  to	  the	  SDGs	  in	  communica1on	  ac1vi1es	  
	  	  



	  	  

1.	  Global	  monitoring	  of	  the	  SDGs	  

The	  Inter-‐Agency	  and	  Expert	  Group	  on	  SDG	  indicators	  (IAEG-‐
SDGs)	   stressed	   that	   “the	   integra(on	   of	   geospa(al	  
informa(on	   and	   sta(s(cal	   data	   will	   be	   key	   for	   the	  
produc2on	   of	   a	   number	   of	   indicators”	   and	   set-‐up	   a	  
dedicated	  Working	  Group	  on	  GeospaCal	  InformaCon.	  
It	   is	   therefore	   essenCal	   that	   Copernicus	   members	   liaise	  
with	   their	   naConal	   staCsCcal	   agencies	   to	   promote	   the	  
inclusion	   of	   Copernicus	   data	   and	   informaCon	   in	   the	  
naConal	   staCsCcs	   and	   data	   sources	   to	   be	   used	   at	  
internaConal	  level.	  	  
	  
	  	  



	  	  

2.	  Contribu1on	  to	  GEO	  ac1vi1es	  
	  The	  Group	  on	  Earth	  ObservaCons	  will	  play	  a	  pivotal	  role	  in	  ar1cula1ng	  

and	  suppor1ng	  the	  contribu1on	  of	  Earth	  observa1on	  to	  the	  SDGs.	  GEO	  
indeed	   intends	   to	   act	   as	   the	   reference	   point	   for	   internaConal	  
insCtuCons	   and	   stakeholders	   to	   connect	   with	   the	   Earth	   observaCon	  
community.	  
The	   GEO	   Programme	   Board	   (which	   is	   the	   technical,	   advisory	   board	  
overseeing	   the	   implementa1on	   of	   the	   GEO	   Work	   Programme)	   has	  
established	  a	  Sub-‐group	  on	  delivery	   for	   the	  Sustainable	  Development	  
Goals.	  The	   subgroup	   aims	   to	  make	   the	   case	   that	   Earth	  Observa1on	   in	  
general,	  and	  GEO	  in	  par1cular,	  are	  indispensable	  for	  achieving	  a	  number	  
of	  SDGs	  by	  suppor1ng	  targets,	  goals	  and	  indicators.	  	  	  	  
	  
	  
	  	  



	  	  

2.	  Contribu1on	  to	  GEO	  ac1vi1es	  
	  The	   GEO	   Programme	   Board	   will	   also	   interact	   with	   a	   specific	   GEO	  

IniCaCve	   aimed	   at	   promoCng	   the	   use	   of	   Earth	   observaCon	   and	  
geospaCal	  data	  for	  the	  SDGs:	   	  Earth	  observaCon	  in	  service	  of	  the	  2030	  
Agenda	  for	  Sustainable	  Development,	  or	  EO4SDGs.	  
The	   core	   objec1ve	   of	   this	   ini1a1ve	   is	   to	   produce	   effec1ve	  methods	   to	  
facilitate	  the	  integra1on	  of	  Earth	  observa1on	  data	  and	  informa1on	  with	  
the	   standard	   sta1s1cal	   repor1ng	   mechanisms	   for	   measuring	   and	  
monitoring	  the	  SDGs.	  	  
	  
	  
	  	  



An	  analysis	  by	  GEO	  and	  CEOS	  has	  iden1fied	  specific	  Targets	  and	  Indicators	  that	  can	  be	  
supported	  by	  Earth	  observaCons	  



	  	  

2.	  Contribu1on	  to	  GEO	  ac1vi1es	  
	  The	  GEO	  Engagement	  Priori1es	  2017-‐2019	  foresee	  that	  engagement	  

ac1vi1es	  should	  focus	  on	  specific	  goals	  in	  which	  GEO	  has	  a	  strong	  and	  
ac1ve	  community	  as	  well	  as	  tangible	  output,	  in	  par1cular:	  	  
SDG	  2	  -‐	  Zero	  Hunger	  	  	  
SDG	  6	  -‐	  Clean	  Water	  and	  Sanita1on	  	  
SDG	  11	  -‐	  Sustainable	  Ci1es	  and	  Communi1es	  	  
SDG	  13	  -‐	  Climate	  Ac1on	  	  
SDG	  14	  -‐	  Life	  Below	  Water	  	  
SDG	  15	  -‐	  Life	  on	  Land	  	  
	  
	  
	  	  



	  	  

3.	  Contribu1on	  to	  CEOS	  ac1vi1es	  
	  

The	  CommiGee	  on	  Earth	  observa1on	  Satellites	  is	  also	  commiGed	  to	  
suppor1ng	  the	  SDGs	  and	  has	  decided	  to	  do	  so	  principally	  through	  its	  
engagement	  with	  GEO.	  	  
	  
	  
	  	  



	  	  

	  
	  4.	  Linking	  Copernicus	  to	  the	  SDGs	  in	  

communica1on	  ac1vi1es	  	  
	  

Copernicus	  currently	  contributes	  to	  a	  great	  number	  of	  interna1onal	  
development	  ini1a1ves,	  projects	  and	  partnerships	  which	  are	  directly	  
relevant	  to	  the	  SDGs.	  These	  ini1a1ves	  are	  coordinated,	  	  implemented	  and	  
supported	  by	  different	  ins1tu1ons,	  including	  GEO	  (e.g.	  GEOGLAM,	  GFOI),	  
ESA	  (e.g.	  EO4SD,	  TIGER	  in	  Africa,	  partnerships	  with	  the	  World	  Bank	  and	  Asian	  
Development	  Bank),	  EUMETSAT	  (e.g.	  support	  to	  MESA,	  ClimDev),	  the	  
European	  Commission	  (e.g.	  MESA,	  GMES	  &	  Africa)	  and	  Copernicus	  
par1cipa1ng	  countries.	  	  
These	  ac1vi1es	  demonstrate	  the	  concrete	  contribu1on	  made	  by	  Copernicus	  
to	  the	  sustainable	  development	  agenda.	  Copernicus	  User	  Forum	  suggests	  
that	  European	  stakeholders	  responsible	  such	  development	  projects	  and	  
ini1a1ves,	  or	  involved	  in	  them,	  should	  pay	  parCcular	  aMenCon	  to	  presenCng	  
and	  promoCng	  them	  in	  the	  broader	  context	  of	  2030	  Agenda	  for	  Sustainable	  
Development	  (as	  is	  already	  done	  by	  ESA	  for	  instance)	  
	  
	  
	  	  


